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the Medical technology association of 

australia (Mtaa) is the national association 

representing companies in the medical 

technology industry .  Mtaa aims to ensure 

the benefits of modern, innovative and reliable 

medical technology are delivered effectively 

to provide better health outcomes to the 

australian community .

Mtaa represents manufacturers and suppliers 

of medical technology used in the diagnosis, 

prevention, treatment and management of 

disease and disability .  the range of medical 

technology is diverse with products ranging 

from familiar items such as syringes and 

wound dressings, through to high-technology 

implanted devices such as pacemakers, 

defibrillators, hip and other orthopaedic 

implants .  Products also include hospital 

equipment, diagnostic imaging equipment 

such as ultrasounds and magnetic resonance 

imaging machines .

Mtaa members supply approximately 70% of 

the non-pharmaceutical products used in the 

treatment of disease and disability in australia .  

our member companies also play a vital role 

in providing healthcare professionals with 

essential education and training to ensure safe 

and effective use of medical technology .

The australian medical technology industry:

includes local small to medium sized ■■

manufacturers (which often have a 

niche product), australian-based global 

companies, distributors, and subsidiaries 

of global companies

earned export revenue of $1 .6 billion in ■■

2008-2009 

employs more than 17,500 people■■

earned $7 .4 billion in sales of aids ■■

and appliances, medical & surgical 

supplies (including surgically implanted 

prostheses) and major medical 

equipment 

Vision
Medical technology for a healthier australia■■

corporate goals
To be recognised as the peak body representing the medical technology industry■■

To deliver indispensable value to members ■■

To be an influential partner in the healthcare environment■■

Mission
To ensure the benefits of modern, innovative and reliable medical technology are  

delivered to the community for a healthier australia.

about MTaa

corporate overview

Values
leadership■■  

influence■■  

collaboration ■■      

integrity■■
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Message from the chair

as the chair of the Medical technology 

association of australia it is my pleasure and 

a privilege to report on the activities of the 

association for the financial year ending 30 

June 2010 . having been elected as chair 

halfway though this financial year, my report 

will cover some activities that occurred while 

gus taddeo and simon hearne were chairing 

the Board .

the past financial year was dominated by 

discussion on healthcare and hospitals reform . 

australia, like so many other countries, is faced 

with a growing demand in health services . this 

trend is set to continue as the population ages . 

Medical technology can play a significant part 

in improving quality of life of patients while 

at the same time delivering savings to the 

health system . it is one of the roles of Mtaa to 

articulate the value of medical technology to the 

public . a project to collate the evidence behind 

the claims was started this financial year and is 

set to continue .

as the federal and state governments are 

working on the detailed implementation of the 

healthcare and hospitals reforms, it is important 

to have a unified and strong voice speaking on 

behalf of the medical technology industry . 

Mtaa has contributed positively to health 

policy development through engagement 

with government, bureaucracy and other 

stakeholders . our advocacy activities resulted 

in securing a seat at the table when important 

reforms for the industry are discussed . one 

example of this engagement was the health 

technology assessment (hta) review, the 

final report and its recommendations . further 

consultation is needed on the details of the 

implementation of the recommendations .

the Board continued its engagement with 

members and other industry colleagues through 

networking functions in sydney, Melbourne and 

Brisbane . in april 2010 a networking function 

in adelaide gave the opportunity to meet 

with members and stakeholders from south 

australia .

in december 2009 the Board came together for 

a strategic planning day to review the strategic 

direction of the association . the Vision, Values, 

Mission and corporate goals, originally 

determined as part of the 2007 strategic Plan, 

were confirmed for 2010 and, together with 

strategies and actions, should guide us for the 

years ahead .

i would like to thank past and present Board 

directors for their contributions and support 

during the year . i would also like to acknowledge 

the tireless efforts and work accomplished 

by ceo anne trimmer and all the staff of the 

association . 

i look forward to your continued support for a 

successful year ahead .

dr Bronwyn evans

chair MTaa
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the past year brought with it a raft of policy 

reforms in the health sector with many issues 

of significance to companies in the medical 

technology industry .  the financial crisis 

continues to have an impact on availability of 

funds for smaller companies but overall the 

medical technology industry has come through 

the past year in a strong position .

i am pleased to report to you on some of the 

highlights of the past year .

review of health Technology 
assessment

in late May 2009 Mtaa lodged a substantial 

submission to the review of health technology 

assessment .  the submission drew on 

the contributions of many members and 

international industry expertise, as well as 

a major commitment from the secretariat of 

Mtaa .  the outcomes of the review were 

announced by Ministers roxon and tanner 

in late february 2010 and reflect many of the 

proposals included in our submission .  these 

include:

a simplified pathway for the lodgment ■■

and assessment of new products through 

the Msac and Pdc processes, in parallel 

with the regulatory assessment undertaken 

by the therapeutic goods administration 

(tga)

improved transparency in the processes for ■■

assessment of new products for listing on 

the Prostheses list, and a much enhanced 

and more equitable body to make the 

assessments with expertise from health 

economists, health policy specialists and 

an independent chair

simplified reimbursement of ‘me too’ ■■

products which fall within an existing 

group, with evidence requirements to 

support a claim for a premium based on 

superior clinical outcomes .

Mtaa is continuing its discussions with the 

department of health and ageing (doha) to 

refine aspects of the listing process, including 

the mechanisms for grouping, determining the 

benchmark benefit, and agreeing the evidence 

required to support an application for a premium . 

healthcare reform

the federal government has outlined its 

proposals for national hospital funding reforms, 

including the establishment of local hospital 

networks and a contribution of 60% of funding .  

the reforms will include a move to activity-

based funding, using the Victorian approach as 

the model .  Mtaa will remain engaged in the 

reform process to ensure appropriate inclusion 

of, and funding for, medical technologies .  

activity-based funding requires sufficient 

flexibility to enable uptake of newer appropriate 

technologies as they emerge .

the federal government has also embarked on 

a review of medical procedures and the process 

for listing on the MBs .  Mtaa is engaged 

with doha on industry issues with the current 

processes and proposed reforms .

in early 2010, Mtaa made a submission to 

the review of funding of diagnostic imaging 

services, which included commentary on the 

need for inclusion of new funding arrangements 

for remote diagnosis .

Mtaa has been engaged with the australian 

commission on safety and Quality in 

healthcare, with submissions for consideration 

as part of the commission’s development of 

national safety and quality standards .  the 

submissions have addressed the framework for 

national standards, and standards for infection 

control .  these will also be relevant in the new 

commonwealth funding arrangements for local 

hospital networks as hospitals will be required 

to comply with the new national standards .

Budget submission

Mtaa submitted a major costed proposal for 

consideration in the 2010 federal Budget, for the 

establishment of an essential care list scheme, 

a project we have been working on for the past 

two years .  the scheme will enable subsidized 

access by patients to medical consumable 

products in the community or residential care 

setting .  the products generally do not receive 

any form of subsidy or, if they do, the subsidies 

vary from state to state and patient to patient .  

the proposed scheme has received strong 

interest from some government and opposition 

members of parliament .  We will continue our 

advocacy on this proposal in the lead up to the 

federal election, and in our submissions to the 

current Productivity commission inquiries into 

disability services and aged care services .

needlestick safety in the healthcare 
workplace

the health and safety of those working in the 

healthcare sector is a key concern for the 

industry . during 2009, Mtaa established a 

coalition with other interested groups including 

the australian nursing federation, the royal 

college of nursing australia, the royal 

college of Pathologists of australasia and the 

australian infection control association, to 

pursue a campaign to replace traditional sharps 

in healthcare settings with safety engineered 

medical devices, supported by better education 

and mandatory reporting of incidents .  the 

campaign has attracted significant interest 

from a wide range of healthcare workers, 

occupational health and safety managers, and 

hospitals .  We will be continuing our advocacy 

with the alliance over the coming year, working 

with safe Work australia for the implementation 

of a national approach .

ceo’s report
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regulatory reforms

tga undertook public consultations on 

third party conformity assessment and the 

reclassification of orthopaedic joints during 

2009 .  With the release of the report of the 

review of hta, tga is expected to implement 

the outcomes of these consultations with a 

response anticipated for mid-2010 .  Mtaa’s 

primary concern on reclassification is to ensure 

continued alignment with european regulation, 

in conformity with the objectives of the global 

harmonisation task force .  australia chairs the 

ghtf at present (dr larry Kelly of tga) and i am 

the Vice chair, representing australian industry .

code of practice

the industry’s code of Practice remains a lynchpin 

for the ethical engagement between healthcare 

professionals and industry . as the arrangements 

under the code mature we have seen responses 

in the past year from professional clinical bodies 

implementing their own codes which parallel the 

Mtaa code .  We have also seen moves by the 

australian orthopaedic association to require 

exhibitors at its scientific meetings to adhere to 

an industry code .  

the federal government is examining 

mechanisms to ‘level the playing field’ between 

members and non-members of the therapeutic 

industry associations .  We will see further 

developments in the compliance area, driven in 

part by consumer interest in australia and by 

the significant reforms underway in the united 

states following the passage of the obama 

health care legislation .  

Member support

Mtaa has continued to provide first class 

education and training during the past year, 

moving more programs to online learning which 

enables greater access by company personnel .

the annual conference in 2009 offered a 

range of excellent plenary sessions with first 

class speakers, and a workshop program that 

addressed many of the issues which members 

are grappling with in their businesses . 

this year Mtaa has strengthened its research 

capacity with the recruitment of two researchers 

to develop material to add weight to our 

submissions and public information .  one 

of our researchers is dedicated to the Value 

of technology project which is analyzing the 

costs and benefits of a range of technologies .  

the outcome of this research will support 

our advocacy for funding in, and support for, 

a range of technologies that might not have 

strong australian evidence to date .

two additional committees have been created 

this year – safety & Quality to focus on the 

development of national safety and quality 

standards and to co-ordinate Mtaa input into 

these reviews, and the small & emerging 

company forum, to support our smaller 

australian companies which now make up 

about 18% of our membership .

during the year we have hosted a range of 

networking events and seminars (in most 

capital cities) with interesting and stimulating 

speakers, as well as quarterly ceo forums in 

which we have considered and debated many 

healthcare challenges .

thank you for your support over the past year .  

Mtaa has achieved much in that time on your 

behalf .  We will continue to be relevant and to 

make meaningful contributions to public policy 

with your support – both financial and through 

participation in our committees .  

international engagement

during the past year i have been actively involved 

in global developments impacting the medical 

technology industry .  a more formalized group 

of industry associations (advaMed, eucomed, 

Medec, Medical technology association of 

new Zealand and Mtaa) has formed the global 

Medical technology alliance to pursue industry 

policies at the global level .  gMta has been 

working with the World health organisation on a 

series of projects on medical technology and its 

application to third world health care systems .

Mtaa has contributed to the work currently 

underway by the department of foreign affairs 

and trade in developing a multilateral agreement 

known as the trans Pacific Partnership .  Mtaa 

has proposed that the agreement address the 

need for harmonised regulation in the region, 

inclusion of the need for good compliance 

practices and transparent arrangements for 

procurement .

i would like to thank the members of Mtaa for 

their support and contributions over the past 

year .  your input into the work of the committees, 

and in preparing submissions is greatly 

valued .  i would also like to thank the Board 

for its guidance and in particular the chair, dr 

Bronwyn evans .  finally i would like to recognize 

the significant efforts of the staff of Mtaa over 

the past year and their commitment to ensuring 

good outcomes for Mtaa’s members .

anne trimmer

chief executive officer



M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a6
MTaa Board Members

david akeroyd
Managing director, 
australia and new 
Zealand, Baxter 
healthcare
Bsci (Victoria university 
of Wellington)

david’s career has been spent entirely in the 
medical industry . leaving new Zealand in 2002 
as country Manager (diagnostics) for abbott 
laboratories, he took up a dual regional role in 
Japan as commercial director, asia Pacific and 
Marketing head for abbott’s Japanese affiliate . in 
2005 david was offered a role as Vice President 
with Baxter healthcare based in singapore and set 
up business development teams in asia Pacific . 
regional roles included general Manager for the 
north asia group of countries and india . david 
took up his current role in 2008 .

Kevin Barrow 
Managing director, 
australia and new 
Zealand, Becton 
dickinson
Bsci, Msci (hons 1) 
(Waikato university), 
MBa (MgsM)

in 2004 Kevin joined Becton dickinson (Bd) as 
the Business director for Bd Medical . in 2006, 
he assumed the role of Managing director for 
Bd australia and new Zealand . Prior to joining 
Bd, Kevin worked with eli lilly, a united states 
based multi-national pharmaceutical company . 
there he held numerous roles in sales and 
marketing management in both australia and 
new Zealand . his final role at eli lilly australia 
was as sales director . Born in new Zealand, 
Kevin has always had an interest in science and 
healthcare .

carmen Byrne 
general Manager 
healthcare, australia 
and new Zealand, 3M 
australia
Bsci (ccae), MBa 
(MgsM) 

carmen has worked in the health care industry 
for over 20 years in the areas of clinical 
research, quality management and sales and 
marketing . With an interest in wider health 
policy issues, carmen is currently undertaking 
post graduate studies in health policy with the 
university of sydney .

Mike daly 
Vice President & general 
Manager, asia & australia 
and new Zealand, Bard
Bsci/Ba coraopolis (Pa, 
usa) ieP (insead)  

Prior to his appointment at Bard in 2007, Mike 
spent 16 years with the Boston scientific 
corporation in a variety of senior sales, 
marketing and management roles . his career 
with Boston has encompassed assignments in 
north america, the Middle east, southeast asia 
and china . 

Bronwyn evans 
senior Vice President, 
Quality and regulatory, 
cochlear 
Be (elec), hons 1, Phd 
(uoW), fieaust, Maicd 

Bronwyn has worked with cochlear for 4 years with 
responsibility for the design and implementation 
of the global QMs regulatory compliance 
programs across jurisdictions including australia, 
america, europe, china and Japan . Bronwyn also 
has senior involvement in the operational areas of 
design control and manufacturing with cochlear . 
Prior to joining cochlear, Bronwyn gained over 
20 years experience in a range of industries 
including power generation and distribution, 
standards development and engineering 
education . Bronwyn was appointed chair of 
Mtaa on 8 december 2009 .

namal nawana
Managing director, 
Johnson & Johnson 
Medical 
Beng (hons), MMedsc 
(uoa), MBa (henley 
Management college) 

namal’s professional training and experience has 
been entirely devoted to the medical technology 
industry . he has worked as a research engineer 
in australia, as a product development engineer 
in europe and has collaborated to introduce new 
technologies to market at a global level . namal 
has had a number of senior national, regional 
and global roles for dePuy and Johnson & 
Johnson . 

phil nicholl 
Managing director, 
australia and new 
Zealand, stryker south 
Pacific
Bachelor of Business 
(Marketing), csu

Phil has been in the medical device sector 
for over eighteen years, during which he has 
held various senior management positions in 
australia, asia and europe . Prior to returning 
to australia, Phil held the positions of Vice 
President of Marketing, stryker Pacific, 
Managing director, stryker southern asia and 
President asia Pacific, cochlear ltd .

Julianne prowse 
general Manager, 
coloplast
MBa (swinburne) 
 
 

Julianne has been with coloplast in australia 
and the us for 20 years . Before Julianne’s 
appointment to her current role, she worked with 
coloplast in the us for four years as general 
Manager, Breast care and Vice President, 
ostomy care . Prior to joining coloplast, Julianne 
worked in a number of industries including 
travel, recruitment and pharmaceutical sales . 

Murthy simhambhatla 
general Manager, 
australia & new 
Zealand, abbott Vascular 
Phd, Polymer science 
(university of akron, usa) 

Murthy has over 12 years of experience in the 
medical device industry in various roles including 
research and development, manufacturing, new 
ventures and commercial operations . he started 
in the industry with the guidant corporation 
and subsequently joined abbott laboratories as 
Vice President for drug eluting stents through 
their acquisition of guidant’s vascular business . 
Prior to this, Murthy worked in the electronics 
and aerospace industries . 
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Michael Trevaskis 
director sales and 
Marketing, device 
technologies
Bhlthsci, diphthsci 
(nursing), latrobe  
 

Mick commenced his medical career as a 
registered nurse in Melbourne in 1993 before 
running a family owned business for two years . 
in 1998 he joined device technologies as an 
orthopaedic product specialist . since then 
Mick has held a number of senior positions 
overseeing orthopaedic products . from 2003 
he has been responsible for all sales and 
marketing activities for device technologies . 
Mick is currently treasurer of Mtaa .

Jamie stanistreet 
Managing director, 
australia and new 
Zealand, Medtronic 
accounting and 
Marketing (unsW) 
 

Jamie joined Medtronic in 1999 following its 
acquisition of aVe inc and was appointed to 
the Managing director role in 2001 . Prior to 
joining Medtronic he worked in senior sales 
and marketing roles with Bard australia . Jamie 
has also worked with 3M and Biospectrum . he 
is currently Vice chair of the Board . 

1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010 

11-aug-09 24-sep-09 8-dec-09 11-feb-10 13-apr-10 17-Jun-10 eligible to attend
1 Mr david akeroyd     apologies yes 1 of 2 
2 Mr Kevin Barrow    yes yes yes 3 of 3
3 Ms carmen Byrne     yes yes 2 of 2
4 Mr Mike daly yes yes apologies apologies yes apologies 3 of 6
5 dr Bronwyn evans yes yes yes yes yes yes 6 of 6
6 Mr duncan fatkin yes yes yes yes   4 of 4 
7 Mr simon hearne yes yes     2 of 2
8 Mr namal nawana apologies yes yes apologies yes yes 4 of 6
9 Mr Phil nicholl  yes yes apologies yes yes 4 of 5
10 Ms Julianne Prowse     yes apologies 1 of 2 
11 Mr Brent scott       0 of 0
12 dr Murthy simhambhatla  apologies apologies yes yes yes 3 of 5
13 Mr Jamie stanistreet yes apologies yes yes yes yes 5 of 6
14 Mr gus taddeo yes yes     2 of 2
15 Mr Mick trevaskis yes yes yes yes yes yes 6 of 6

Meeting attendance

notes:

appointed from 13 april 2010 until agM 16 september 2010 .1 . 
appointed 11 february 2010 until agM 16 september 2010 .2 . 
appointed effective 13 april 2010 until agM 16 september 2010 .3 . 
elected from 24 september 2009 until agM 2011 .4 . 
elected from 25 september 2008 until agM 16 september 2010 .5 . 
elected from 25 september 2008 until agM 16 september 2010 . resigned 9 april 2010 .6 . 
elected from 24 september 2009 until agM 2011 . resigned 20 november 2009 .7 . 
elected from 25 september 2008 until agM 16 september 2010 .8 . 
elected from 24 september 2009 until agM 2011 .9 . 
appointed effective 13 april 2010 until agM 16 september 2010 .10 . 
resigned 22 June 2009 (term of office was expiring on 24 september 2009) . attended meeting on 11 august 2009 at the invitation of the chair) .11 . 
elected from 24 september 2009 until agM 2011 .12 . 
elected from 24 september 2009 until agM 2011 .13 . 
elected from 25 september 2008 until agM 16 september 2010 . resigned 2 october 2009 .14 . 
elected from 24 september 2009 until agM 2011 .15 . 

duncan fatkin

general Manager, orthopaedics; smith & 
nephew surgical
Ba (oxon), dip Marketing (ciM), MciM

duncan resigned from the Board on 8 april 2010 
to take a position with smith & nephew in the us .

simon hearne 

general Manager health care, 3M australia
Bsci (hons) Biochemistry/Microbiology, leeds 
university, uK

simon resigned from the Board on 20 november 
2009 to take a role with 3M in the us .

gus Taddeo 

Managing director, cook australia
dip of diagnostic radiography, MBa, faicd

gus resigned as chair and director on  
2 october 2009 .

previous Board 
directors
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a) access

the access committee was particularly active 
during the reporting year meeting 13 times, 
including two bi-lateral meetings in canberra 
with senior officials of doha .  the access 
committee’s focus was the federal government’s 
health technology assessment (hta) review 
commenced in december 2008 and for which 
Mtaa, guided by the committee, provided a 
comprehensive submission in May 2009 .  

the committee met frequently to review and 
assess other key stakeholders’ submissions 
to the review and consider relevant responses 
to the hta task force .  committee members 
individually participated in stakeholder focus 
group meetings and collectively met on two 
occasions in canberra with senior members 
of doha to explain industry’s approach to hta 
reforms .  the Minister for health and ageing 
released the hta review report in february 2010 . 
its recommendations reflected many of the views 
advocated by Mtaa through its submission and 
the committee’s meetings with officials .  

the committee comprehensively examined the 
report’s conclusions and recommendations and 
prepared for the subsequent consultation to 
further inform recommendations .  the committee 
has continued its efforts to bring to appropriate 
notice the essential requirements of industry in 
hta and has welcomed the consultative manner 

adopted by government in this process . 

b) code of practice

the code of Practice is administered by the 
code of Practice committee (cPc) which is 
responsible to the Board of Mtaa . it is headed 
by an independent chair, and is made up of 
industry members and MtanZ and consumer 
representatives . 

cPc has overseen the promotion of the code 
to members, the wider industry and relevant 
stakeholders . the promotion of the 5th edition 
of the code has been a priority . cPc has also 
considered a number of matters referred from 
the code Monitoring committee (cMc) and 
members for clarification and possible change . 

considering developments on codes of conduct 
internationally and also feedback from members 

and other stakeholders, cPc has recommended 
a number of changes to the code which would 
form a 6th edition of the code .

the cMc supports compliance with the code 
by proactively monitoring the promotions and 
activities of members on a regular basis . the 
cMc has an independent and legally qualified 
chair, and is made up of two representatives 
of healthcare professional associations, two 
representatives of healthcare institutions and a 
consumer representative . a panel of industry 
representatives provides the two industry 
members required on the cMc .

during 2009/2010, the cMc has reviewed the 
activities of 70 companies . in 2010, the cMc 
ceased to review activities by industry sector 
and now conducts reviews of companies on a 
random basis . the cMc continues to take an 
educative approach and has overall found the 
level of understanding of and compliance with 
the code reasonable . 

Both the code complaints committee (ccc) 
and the code appeals committee (cac) have 
been required to meet during the year . these 
committees are independent, chaired by legally 
qualified individuals and formed from a panel made 
up representatives of professional associations, 
institutions, consumers and industry . committees 
are formed by the complaints secretary from the 
panel as required with regard to actual or perceived 
conflicts of interest .

code complaints committee

alcon laboratories (australia) Pty ltd (‘alcon’) 
lodged a complaint against allergan australia 
Pty ltd (‘allergan’) on 9 september 2009 . the 
matter was lodged and heard under the 4th 
edition of the Mtaa code of Practice (‘code’) 
on 13 october 2009 .

allergan was found to have breached section 
6 .8 (a) (ii) with respect to the prizes on offer in 
a competition available on one of its websites . 
allergan was also found to have used the term 
‘new’ in breach of section 5 .1 (h) .

the breaches were found to be minor and no fines 
were imposed . allergan was required to pay costs 
and place a clarifying notice on the competition 
website for a specified time period . 

code appeals committee

the cac met on 26 february 2010 to consider 
an appeal by Johnson & Johnson Vision care 
(a division of Johnson & Johnson Pacific Pty 
ltd) (JJVc) against the decision of the ccc 
arising from a complaint made by ciba Vision 
(australia) Pty ltd (ciba) heard on 1 december 
2009 . the complaint and appeal were heard 
under the 4th edition of the code .

it had been found that JJVc had breached 
section 6 .7a of the code . the From new 
customer to loyal patient program failed to meet 
the definition of Training and Education . as a 
result the benefit of attending constituted a gift 
of more than minimal value to those Healthcare 
Practitioners (HCP) and/or Other Professionals 
who attended the program . this was classified 
as a minor breach .

the cac determined that ccc was correct in 
concluding that the From New Customer to Loyal 
Patient workshops were a gift from JJVc to hcP 
exceeding $100 and dismissed the appeal . 

in accordance with the code, no fine was 
imposed, although JJVc was required to pay 

costs .

c) reimbursement 

the reimbursement subcommittee is a 
subcommittee of the access committee . it met 
on six occasions during the reporting period . 
the primary focus of the committee remains 
the Prostheses list process and guiding Mtaa 
responses to arising issues .  Members of the 
committee met with doha staff during the period 
to provide feedback and suggestions regarding 
Prostheses list processes and procedures . there 
was agreement that such meetings should be 
conducted on a more regular basis . committee 
members also met with Prostheses secretariat 
staff to provide industry input to reviews of the 
Prostheses guide and application forms .  

the committee has also provided input for 
Mtaa’s response to the first discussion paper 
on the department’s new Medical Benefits 
Schedule Quality Framework, a New evidence 
based framework for managing the MBS into 
the future.

committee reports



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 9

at the conclusion of the reporting year the 
committee reviewed its program of work and 

has prioritised its activities for 2010/2011 .  

d) regulatory 

the regulatory subcommittee (regsc) is a 
subcommittee of the access committee . the 
regsc has members from a number of member 
companies and was chaired by dr robert Kitchen 
from alcon laboratories (australia) during 
2009 and the early part of 2010 .  following 
nominations in the april meeting george 
faithfull from styker was appointed chair .

the regsc considered a number of issues of 
strategic importance to the medical technology 
sector including legislative and administrative 
reforms related to the regulation of medical 
technology in australia, the tga’s proposal to 
reclassify implanted hip, knee and shoulder 
joints, and involvement in Mtaa’s response 
to the health technology assessment review .  
the regsc also established a working group 
to develop a position paper on reprocessing 
medical devices that had been designated by 
manufacturers as for single use . 

the regsc was able to provide comments on the 
work of one of the global harmonisation taskforce 
ad hoc working groups investigating change 
management issues to one of the members of 
the ad hoc group, Johan Brinch from cochlear, 
who is also a member of the regsc . 

regulatory affairs 

the regulatory affairs committee (rac) has 
approximately 20 members from member 
companies . during 2009 and the early part of 
2010 the rac was chaired by dr Ken nicol 
from st Jude Medical, followed in early 2010 
by rebecca smith from Johnson & Johnson 
Medical . 

the main role of the rac is to consider 
operational issues relating to interactions of 
member companies with the tga . the rac 
discusses issues and develops papers to be 
discussed at regular meetings of the tga/
industry regulatory & technical consultative 
forum .  the committee also provides input to 
two of the global harmonisation task force’s 
study groups .

the rac provided advice and comments to 
assist the tga in developing the australian 
guidelines for Medical devices (argMd) 
compendium . Work continues on improving a 
number of sections within the compendium for 
the next edition .

the rac established a number of working 
groups . 

development of improved definitions of ■■

unique product identifiers and associated 
variants for class iii and class aiMd 
products
improvement of understanding of what ■■

particular notifications are required under 
the legislation, in conjunction with the tga
organisation of a training and information ■■

event for the industry and liaision with the 
tga
development of Mtaa’s recently launched ■■

clinical investigation agreement templates . 

the rac provided comments on proposals for 
a number of therapeutic goods orders for blood 
and blood products, human tissues and human 
cellular therapies and a related code of good 
Manufacturing Practice .  the committee also 
provided comments on a number of discussion 
papers released by the clinical trials action 

group . 

e) orthopaedic

the orthopaedic committee met quarterly during 
the reporting period .  the focus of the committee 
remained on issues affecting industry’s 
relationship with orthopaedic healthcare providers 
and informing Mtaa responses as necessary .  
the committee also provides an industry 
member to the national Joint replacement 
registry consultative committee .

f) essential care

the essential care committee is developing 
the industry’s preferred structure and processes 
for administration of an essential care list 
of products, federally subsidised, which are 
necessary to sustain an acceptable quality of 
life of members of the community afflicted 
by specific medical conditions .  company 
representatives provided feedback on Mtaa’s 
submission to the federal Budget 2010/2011 .

g) contact lens 

the contact lens industry committee (clic) 
met regularly through the reporting period to 
consider issues of concern to the contact lens 
and ophthalmic industry sector . as a group 
it facilitated educational seminars aimed at 
further familiarising optometrists with the 
use of contact lens . clic also sponsored 
professional development activities of the 
contact and corneal lens society of australia . 
on behalf of clic, Mtaa made a submission to 
the optometry Board of australia Consultation 

Paper on Codes and Guidelines.

h) cardiac 

the cardiac committee focuses on issues 
affecting the cardiac sector, including the 
relationship with cardiac clinical bodies . 

the committee engaged with the australian 
cardiac Procedures registry (acPr) to 
understand the processes and purposes of the 
acPr and provide industry input into modeling 
for the registry .  

advice was provided to australian college of 
operating room nurses (acorn) regarding its 
standard s24 which relates to the guidelines 
for medical company representatives . it stated 
as a general principle that “Medical company 
representatives (Mcr) shall not participate 
in direct patient care .” the standard now 
recognises exceptions including when company 

technicians are needed to adjust pacemakers .

i) safety & Quality

the safety & Quality committee was 
established to co-ordinate industry input into 
the development of national safety and quality 
standards . With an increased focus on the 
consistency of national standards, its work will 

continue to develop .
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a) commerce

the commerce / e-commerce group provided 

a forum for members to raise concerns and 

address issues relating to procurement, 

including contracts and e-commerce .

these include:

nehTa – national product catalogue (npc)■■   

Members were provided with updates on the 

different states’ utilisation of nPc data and 

tender requirements .

nsW health ahs late payments ■■

Members were provided with updates of 

consolidated data on nsW area health 

service late payments, an escalating 

complaint procedure and list of contacts .

nsW health Warehouse consolidation■■   

Members were provided with updates 

on the scheduled warehouse closures to 

consolidate to five distribution centres . 

Mtaa raised with nsW health the issue of 

loss of end user product data . 

Mtaa undertook several additional activities to 

support members during 2009/2010:

Business partnering■■

Mtaa provides a service to assist smaller 

australian companies to partner with multi-

national members for product development 

and distribution . in addition to individual 

enquiries, Mtaa also worked with austrade 

to promote the service to the companies 

listed on their online health portal . 

surveys ■■

MBos provided quarterly updates in member 

news sales on the trended sales of 20 of the 

largest member companies as an indicator 

of the industry sector performance . in 

conjunction with Price Waterhouse coopers 

Mtaa provided 10 product sales surveys .

standards australia ■■

Mtaa participated in developing a model 

for assessment of applications for full 

funding by standards australia for standards 

development and revision . Mtaa also 

assisted in the funding application for the 

revision of as /nZs 4187 sterilization of 

Medical devices, which will be an important 

test case of the new process for funding 

public health standards .

b) communication

the communicators’ forum provides a platform 

to share and discuss issues and opportunities 

facing the industry and communications 

practitioners in the medical technology 

industry . it was set up to undertake initiatives to 

improve understanding of medical technology 

in the public and media . during the past year 

the forum provided a sounding board for 

the development of the media skills training 

module . 

c) small & emerging companies

the small & emerging companies’ forum 

supports smaller australian member companies, 

primarily manufacturers . it provides a forum for 

an exchange of issues of particular concern 

to this section of the membership, which now 

makes up about 18% of members .

d) government affairs

the government affairs forum brings together 

the government affairs managers within member 

companies . during 2009/2010 it has assisted 

in the development of federal and state election 

policy papers . 

Member forums
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Medical technology can deliver significant 

benefits and savings to the health system 

over time . innovative new health technologies 

need to be supported to ensure these savings 

continue to be available . however, the benefits 

of medical technology in australia are often 

poorly understood, insufficiently articulated 

and developed, and generally suffer from a 

perception of being a burden on the healthcare 

system . 

the Value of technology project was developed 

to improve the understanding of the impact of 

advances in medical technology on healthcare 

expenditure in australia, and the associated 

costs and benefits for the australian community . 

the outcome of this research will support 

Mtaa’s advocacy for funding in, and support 

for, a range of technologies that might not have 

strong australian evidence to date .

the objectives of the Value of technology 

project include:

collating recent data from medical ■■

technology companies, clinical reviews 

and publications (including government 

and hta reports), and overseas and local 

research projects .

research on the different disease areas ■■

and the impact of medical technology on 

these diseases including the clinical and 

economic benefits for the patient, and for 

the australian healthcare system .

development of a series of fact sheets to be ■■

used as part of submissions to government 

departments and agencies and as part of the 

Mtaa website . (some of the information 

developed will be included in general 

communication, marketing brochures and 

training modules) .

inclusion of case studies to illustrate the ■■

benefits the technologies bring to the 

individual patient and their families .

Main areas of focus:

obesity and obesity-associated ■■

complications such as type 2 diabetes

diabetes care: type 1 and type 2 diabetes ■■

mellitus

Modern wound care management■■

hearing impairment■■

cardiovascular diseases ■■

Medical imaging■■

Joint replacement surgery■■

Vision care including intraocular lenses■■

sharps safety products■■

remote monitoring such as for cardiac ■■

health

deep brain stimulation■■

Medication delivery systems such as drug ■■

eluting systems

committee Membership
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the Mtaa professional development program 

provides broad opportunities for medical 

technology personnel to continually progress and 

refine the skills, knowledge and understanding 

essential for achieving positive outcomes in 

an ever complex and changing healthcare 

environment .  research suggests there is a direct 

link between a company reaching its strategic 

goals and the capacity of its workforce .  life-

long learning is key to enabling individuals to 

continually grow and reach their full potential . 

during 2009/2010, the professional development 

(Pd) program continued to be strategically 

expanded across the three areas of education, 

training and information sharing .  a range of diverse 

programs were initiated to further embed the 

strategy .  Planning for Professional Development: 

A guidance document for MTAA members was 

launched .  this document draws on the knowledge 

of effective training and development practices 

gained from research and best practice, with 

emphasis placed on the importance of workplace 

learning for teams and individuals .  other support 

materials included the annual MTAA Training 

Calendar and Professional Development for the 

Medical Technology Industry poster and brochure, 

providing overviews of the Pd program .

a) Training

the Mtaa training program is based on an 

annual training needs analysis offered across the 

industry; and feedback gained from participants 

of training modules .

six courses were offered using a blended 

learning approach .  each course contains a 

series of modules .  face-to-face training is 

delivered as scheduled, or in-house training at 

the request of a company . Many modules are 

also offered online . four modules are accredited 

to certificate iV or higher vocational education 

and training (Vet) competencies .

1.0 Medical Technology regulation and ■■

clinical activities offered ten modules 

plus an additional twelve modules in the 

discover e-learning series offered through a 

training partnership with seerPharma .

2.0 MTaa/MTanZ code of practice■■  

offered four modules delivered face-to-face .  

in addition, the introductory module is also 

available online  .

3.0 Working with healthcare ■■

professionals offered nine modules . three 

modules are offered online, two of these for 

free .

4.0 reimbursement of Medical ■■

Technology offered three modules with one 

module delivered online .

5.0 Workforce developmen■■ t offered 

seventeen modules; sixteen online and one 

delivered face-to-face . the online modules 

included an e-learning series consisting of 

seven webinars .  the first two self-paced 

modules are available for free .

6.0 commercial practice■■  offered two 

face-to-face modules .

Web-based e-learning where training is delivered 

online and on demand is becoming increasingly 

important to the medical technology industry as 

a cost-effective way to participate in training .  of 

the 45 training modules available through Mtaa 

during 2009/2010, nearly half were available 

online . nine of these were offered as self-paced 

learning, enabling participants to complete the 

training anywhere, anytime .  another twelve 

modules were offered as live webinars . 

b) education 

education is an important component of ongoing 

professional development .  Within the medical 

technology industry, many roles require tertiary 

qualifications as a pre-requisite .  Mtaa continued 

to offer a number of resources to support the 

education of future, newly qualified and current 

medical technology industry personnel .

the Mtaa Workplace learning directory 

assists students in becoming exposed to 

the work of the medical technology industry .  

students of secondary schools, tafe colleges 

and universities from across australia could 

access a list of Mtaa member companies 

that volunteered to offer workplace learning 

programs .  in addition, the Mtaa undergraduate 

and Post-graduate course directories listed 

over 2300 courses relevant to the medical 

technology industry, provided through a 

searchable online database .  

c) information sharing 

to further support the Mtaa professional 

development program, Mtaa offered a number 

of information sharing events . senior executives 

of member companies attended a range of ceo 

forums with invited speakers to discuss key 

issues of relevance to the medical technology 

industry . speakers have included shane gath, 

ceo at the Private health insurance council, 

and Jillian skinner, opposition spokesperson 

for health (nsW) .

Medtech seminars continued to be an 

important opportunity for industry to discuss 

key operational issues, while Mtaa Webytes 

offered free sessions to Mtaa members that 

can be viewed anytime via the secure member 

website should interested staff be unable to 

attend the scheduled event .

professional development
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industry profile

a) annual conference

The Annual Conference Medical Technology 

2009 - Enabling access to market for new 

technologies was a huge success with record 

numbers of delegates and exhibitors attending, 

despite a dust storm causing disruptions .

it brought together senior industry representatives 

and key healthcare leaders for a lively debate 

about key issues and opportunities for the 

medical technology industry . the program 

focused on the way new medical technologies 

are brought to market to ensure better patient 

access and health outcomes . the two day 

program included international and australian 

speakers who explored topics including health 

technology assessment and the effect of the 

global financial crisis on the industry .

on the second day, the workshop program 

included opportunities to learn more about 

regulation, business development and 

reimbursement issues relating to the medical 

technology industry .

b) Kerrin rennie award

this award for excellence in medical technology 

recognises the innovative and extraordinary 

contribution of medical technology in improving 

health outcomes of australians . it is open to 

all medical technology companies based or 

represented in australia .

the award was endowed by the family of the 

late Kerrin rennie who was a long standing 

member of the australian medical technology 

community .

the 2009 finalists and the winner were 

announced at the annual conference dinner on 

23 september . 

the winner of the 2009 Kerrin rennie award was 

the cochlear hybrid system from cochlear ltd .

the technology of the hybrid system is based 

on the cochlear implant and restores hearing to 

patients with high frequency hearing loss, who 

are not suitable for cochlear implants or hearing 

aids . the technology uses a combination of 

electric and acoustic signals to the brain to 

restore full hearing capacity .

the 2009 finalists were:

Melody transcatheter Valve therapy - 

Medtronic

the technology replaces a faulty heart valve 

without the need for open heart surgery . the 

valve is fitted to the heart through the use of a 

catheter . the technology is used in patients with 

congenital, defective, pulmonic valves requiring 

treatment early in life . 

siMsystem - simavita

the technology is a remote monitoring device 

for urinary incontinence mainly for residents 

in aged care homes . it uses a combination of 

signals to alert a nurse or carer to incontinence . 

early detection can prevent urinary tract 

infections and other related conditions for the 

patient . 

c) hospital innovation event

in february 2009 Mtaa held an event to explore 

the barriers and enablers to promote hospital 

generated innovation of medical technology . a 

speaker from nhs innovations in london joined 

a panel of australian experts to discuss options . 

this event was the first in a potential series to 

promote thought leadership and engagement 

with a broader audience .
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the core research activities in 2009/2010 were 

associated with Mtaa policy submissions and 

analysis of trends in australian healthcare . 

examples include: 

provision of an essential care list:■■  

cost savings can be achieved by providing 

patients with access to items that are currently 

funded in an ad hoc way by multiple federal 

government and state/territory schemes .  

research has focussed on oxygen supplies/

consumables, compression bandages for 

lymphoedema, continence and ostomy 

products, modern wound care devices, 

breast prosthetics, insulin pumps, cPaP/

sleep apnoea devices, laryngitic products, 

diabetes consumables, hearing devices and 

home dialysis devices .

safety and Quality in health care:■■  work 

place injuries can be reduced by introducing 

sharps safety measures and safety-

engineered medical devices (seMds) to 

prevent needlestick injuries . the use of 

seMds is to become mandatory in europe 

and is already mandatory in many states in 

the us . 

infection control:■■  the key focus has 

been on devices that prevent and control 

infection in healthcare settings, seMds, 

scalpel safety, re-processing and re-use of 

single-use devices, cross-contamination 

from flexible endoscopes, device repair 

and maintenance, training for visitors to 

the perioperative environment, the use 

of smart infusion pumps, safer spinal 

(intrathecal), epidural and regional devices 

and mandatory reporting of all healthcare 

associated infections . 

industry statistics:■■  the focus has been on 

identifying the most up-to-date statistics that 

describe the size of the medical technology 

industry in australia and overseas .

diagnostic imaging:■■  research has focused 

on the contribution of imaging to health 

outcomes, equity of access, reimbursement 

for remote radiology and imaging and 

the need  for funding policies that are 

flexible enough to keep pace with the rapid 

technological innovations seen in this area .   

clinical evidence for Medical devices:■■  

device manufacturers must have high 

levels of clinical evidence including 

clinical data and a clinical evaluation report 

(comprehensive analysis of the clinical data) 

before their products enter the australian 

market . the research focus has been on 

good clinical practice, clinical investigation 

plans and the detailed clinical evidence 

required by manufacturers both pre-market 

and post-market .

Blood Management:■■  there are a limited 

number of blood donors in australia .  

Medical devices and procedures can 

be used to conserve blood .  the aim of 

blood management is the appropriate use 

of blood via the adoption of a number of 

multidisciplinary strategies . Medical devices 

can aid blood conservation: preoperatively 

(e .g . microanalyzers); intraoperatively 

(e .g . cell processors and salvage devices, 

ultrafiltration devices, haemostatic surgical 

devices, lasers, microwave scalpels, argon-

beam coagulators) and; postoperatively 

(e .g . blood cell salvage machines) . 

Telemonitoring:■■  australia has an ageing 

population and there is an increased demand 

for technologies that enable patients with 

chronic conditions to remain in their own 

homes .  the key research focus has been 

determining how medical devices that 

enable remote patient monitoring should be 

reimbursed .    

Mtaa seeks to influence policy development 

in the healthcare environment at many levels 

including regulatory, reimbursement, industry 

development and market access . submissions 

are an important activity to communicate key 

issues on behalf of the industry .

submissions during 2009/2010

submission to the department of foreign ■■

affairs and trade for the development of the 

trans tasman Partnership - 1 June 2010 . 

submission to doha on the review of ■■

funding of diagnostic imaging services - 30 

april 2010 . 

consultation Paper on australian guidelines ■■

for the Prevention and control of infection in 

healthcare to nhMrc - March 2010 . 

comment on clinical trials action group ■■

discussion paper - february 2010 . 

submission to the tga on the australian ■■

code of good Manufacturing Practice for 

human blood and blood components, 

human tissue and human cellular therapies 

- february 2010 . 

federal Budget 2010-11 submission to the ■■

department of the treasury - January 2010 . 

submission to acsQh on the draft national ■■

Quality and safety healthcare standards - 

January 2010 . 

response to the tga Proposal to reclassify ■■

implanted hip, Knee and shoulder Joints - 

december 2009 .

research activities submissions 



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 15



16 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 17



18 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 19



20 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 21



22 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 23



24 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 25



26 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 27



28 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 29



30 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 31



32 M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 33



M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a s s o c i a T i o n  o f  a u s T r a l i a34



a n n u a l  r e P o r T  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 35

3M australia 

abbott Medical optics australia & new Zealand

abbott Vascular devices division

alcon laboratories (australia)

allergan australia 

ambu australia

aMs american Medical systems

analytica 

anatomics

applied Physiology 

arthrocare (australasia)

astra tech 

atcor Medical 

atrium australia - Pacific rim 

aurora Bioscience

australasian Medical & scientific 

B Braun australia 

Bard australia 

Bausch & lomb (australia) 

Baxter healthcare 

Becton dickinson 

bioMd 

Biomet australia 

Biotronik australia 

Boston scientific 

carefusion australia 200

carefusion australia 316

cathrx 

ciBa Vision

cochlear 

coloplast 

conMed linvatec

convatec australia 

cook australia

cooperVision australia

corin (australia) 

daniels corporation international 

device technologies australia

dJo australasia

dts diagnostic & technical services 

edwards lifesciences 

eV3 australia

femcare australia 

finsbury orthopaedics international 

fresenius Kabi australia

gambro 

ge healthcare technologies

gel Works 

genzyme australasia 

hologic (australia)

hospira 

itl healthcare 

Johnson & Johnson Medical 

Johnson & Johnson Pacific

Johnson & Johnson Vision care

Karl storz endoskope

Kci Medical australia 

Kimberly-clark australia 

life healthcare 

ligamed australasia 

link orthopaedics australia 

Mathys orthopaedics 

Med-chem surgical 

Medical specialties australia 

Medigard

Medtronic australasia 

n stenning & co 

nanosonics 

orbusneich Medical 

ortho-clinical diagnostics

Paragon therapeutic technologies

Paul hartmann 

Qlicksmark

reliance Medical 

signostics

simavita

sirtex Medical 

smith & nephew (healthcare division)

smith & nephew surgical 

sorin group australia 

spectrum ophthalmics

st . Jude Medical australia 

stryker

surgical house

synthes australia 

terumo 

tornier

tyco healthcare

W . l . gore and associates (aust) 

Zimmer 

associate members 
at 30 June 2010
covance 

dassault systems australia

five corners 

healthcare Placement solutions

Kelly speech communication

lesley Pink, regulatory affairs consultant

open sesame consulting

Phillips ormonde fitzpatrick

regulatory concepts 

rQ solutions

sectra

seerpharma 

sJ alder

sue akeroyd & associates

the Mentor Management group

ultrafeedback

MTaa Members at 30 June 2010
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